
 

CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 
REGULAR MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 11, 2022 
Meeting Held In-Person & via Zoom 

 
City Council: 

Mayor Mathew Chabot, Alderman Dickie 
Austin, Alderman Mel Hawley, Alderwoman Jill 
Murray-Killon, Alderwoman Zoe Kaslow (Zoom), 
Alderman Ian Huizenga, Alderwoman Sue 
Rakowski;  

City Staff:  

City Manager Ron Redmond, Treasurer Angela 
Bolduc (Zoom); City Clerk Penny Austin 

Visitors 

RE: CRBEC:  Cheryl Brinkman, Maggi Shadroui, 
Jeremy Francis, Allison Rimmer;  RE: PEL STUDY 
Mike Winslow- ACRPC; Kathryn Otto-VTRANS 

 
 

1. Microphone Check 
2. Call to Order: Mayor Mathew Chabot called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Amendments to the Agenda: City Manager Redmond asked that Item G. be removed from the 

agenda. 
5. Visitors: See list of visitors above.  All spoke on their respective agenda items described below. 
6. Approval of minutes (9/27/22) and Warrants FY22 and FY23 (10/11/22)- Alderman Hawley’s 

entrance time for 9/27/22 meeting needed to be changed to 5:37, from 6:37.  Alderman Austin 
made motion to accept the minutes with the above revision, with Alderwoman Rakowski’s 
second.  Approved unanimously.  There was a question on one whether one of the invoices in 
the FY22 list should have been on the FY23 list.  It was decided it would be moved to FY23.  
Alderman Austin made a motion to accept the warrants with the revision with Alderwoman 
Murray-Killon’s second.  Vote was 6-0 with Alderwoman Rakowski abstaining. 

7. Business 
a. Recognition of Robyn Newton as Vermont Teacher of the Year.  Robyn to be invited to the 

next meeting that aligns with her schedule so council can congratulate and thank her in 
person. 

b. Vergennes Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study update: Mike Winslow, 
Transportations Planner from the Addison County Regional Planning Commission and 
Kathryn Otto, Planning Coordinator from VTRANS talked about the upcoming public meeting 
on the Vergennes Planning and Environmental (PEL) Study.  They will be discussing next 
steps of creating policies and getting approval from Federal and State agencies. 

c. Presentation of “Report on and Proposal for a Community Review Board in Vergennes, 
Vermont”: Cheryl Brinkman and committee member presented a summary of the “Report 
on and Proposal for a Community Review Board in Vergennes, Vermont” and offered to do a 
public meeting and presentation, as was done with the IACP Report.  The Council agreed 
that it should be presented to the community and City staff will coordinate a location, date 
and time. 

d. Request to approve Vergennes Energy Committee Bylaws: There were a few revisions that 
the Council asked for such as instead of an even number of members, it should be an odd 
number so there would be no split votes, add VUHS to the membership if anyone was 



 

interested.  Alderwoman Rakowski made the motion to approve with the revisions with 
Alderman Austin seconding.  Vote was 7-0 in approval. 

e. Request to appoint to the Vergennes Energy Committee, Cheryl Brinkman, Sid Bosworth, 
Don Ferris, and Al Harder-Hyde to a first term commencing October 15, 2022 and ending 
to July 31, 2024; and Keith Morrill, Maggi Shadroui, Jeremy Francis and Grace Williams to 
a first term beginning October 15, 2022 and ending July 31, 2023, with second terms 
commencing on August 1st.  The Council explained that committees are appointed every 
March so the terms for the list above would be until the first meeting in March.  Alderman 
Hawley made a motion to do the initial appointment for all above until the first meeting in 
March of the city council. Alderwoman Rakowski seconded.  Vote 7-0 in favor.  Cheryl 
Brinkman reported that the first event planned for the Energy Committee is a “Button-Up 
Event” in conjunction with Aubuchon’s in Vergennes. 

f. Request to borrow up to $50,000 from the Infrastructure Improvement Fund (formerly 
known as Vergennes ARPA dollars) to replace the Vergennes Fire Station’s inoperable 
emergency generator and repay the Infrastructure Improvement Fund through the Fire 
Department Fund, at $5,000 per year over ten years, with the first payment commencing 
in FY 24 budget.  Discussion of emergency back up generator that has been temporarily 
repaired, is obsolete and replacement parts are unavailable and that its failure was 
imminent.  Were it not to function, there would be no way for the tones to go out 
firefighters and no power at the station, which serves as the city’s emergency shelter & Red 
Cross center in the event of a disaster.  Alderman Hawley made a motion, seconded by 
Alderwoman Rakowski to purchase the generator from the Infrastructure Improvement 
Fund outright with no payback from the Fire Department Fund.  VFD Captain David DiBiasi 
and Alderman Austin reported that the City could potentially apply for and receive a grant 
through the state to fund the purchase of the generator.  Alderman Hawley withdrew his 
motion.   Alderman Austin proposed a new motion, seconded by Alderwoman Rakowski, to 
authorize the purchase of an emergency generator for up to $50,000 using Infrastructure 
Improvement Funds, with the understanding the City would be reimbursed for the expense 
if/when the state grant is approved.  Approved unanimously. 

8. City Manager Report: Nothing further to report. 
9. Adjournment: Alderman Austin moved to adjourn.  Alderwoman Murray-Killon seconded.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:10. 


